
To: 	
José Manuel BARROSO, President of the European Commission, ���
	
1049 Brussels, Belgium	


To: 	
Pirkka Tapiola, Head of the EU Delegation to Moldova,���
	
Str. Kogalniceanu 12, MD-2001 Chisinau, Moldova	


Re: 	
Human rights and rule of law in Moldova	


Date: 	
12 May 2014, Chisinau	


Dear Mr President, ���
dear Head of the Delegation,	

my name is Ilie Rotaru. I am Doctor of Law, Associate Professor, lawyer for human 
rights,  and  the  President  of  the  Association  "for  the  rights  of  the  victims  of  the 
Moldovan justice".	


As you are well aware, during the communist regime (2000-2009) a lot of Moldovan 
businessmen  and  their  families  have  been  abusively  harassed,  arrested,  arbitrarily 
judged and jailed with the aim of grabbing their properties. The numerous cases of 
harsh reprisals have been carried out by a group of Anticorruption Centre's officers, 
Prosecutor  General  Office  and  judicial  instances,  under  the  political  control  of  the 
Communist  Party.  These  Soviet-type  repressive  organs  have  been  used  for  illegal 
dispossessions and for framing up orchestrated criminal cases against the owners of 
targeted  property.  Within  that  period,  all  the  human  right  organisations  present  in 
Moldova, the foreign embassies and particularly the Delegation of the EU to Moldova 
have steadily raised serious concerns and protests against the gross violations of human 
rights in Moldova.	


After the fall of the regime, we all have been looking forward to see the long-awaited 
changes, the democratisation of our country and the reforms in the Moldovan judiciary 
and prosecution system. Large groups of citizens have audaciously ventured to tell the 
truth about the regime, its lackeys and its ruthless executors of criminal commands. 	

Since July 2010 a series of Antimafia press conferences took place in Chisinau. At the 
first four conferences more than twenty participants from diverse domains of business 
revealed their stories of reprisals and deprivations during the communist regime. All of 
them  pointed  at  Vladimir  Plahotniuc1  as  the  organiser  and  beneficiary  of  their 
dispossessions and reprisals.	

When new victims of the communist outrages came at the fifth conference, they found 
out that all  the previous participants had received summonses to the Anticorruption 
Centre,  i.e.,  to the same repressive organ whose arbitrariness they had complained. 
Besides  getting  under  ad-hoc  criminal  investigation  on  invented  charges,  the 
participants have also got sued by Plahotniuc at his “favourite” Buiucani District Court, 
where he used to concentrate cases of interest to him. It was the Plahotniuc's response 
to the deprived victims’ confessions. It was his retaliation method to intimidate and 
harass them and their families for daring to uncover the truth about his misdeeds.	


1Plahotniuc used to be the key financier of the Communist Party and, particularly, of its leader Voronin and his "family". 
Plahotniuc was nicknamed the "grey cardinal of Moldova", as he has concentrated the unlimited power over the 
judiciary and the prosecution toward the end of the communist political domination. Plahotniuc strove to conceal his 
second identity (Ulinici) and several his citizenships, amongst which the Russian. He is the real master of the 
Democratic Party. According to the Annex to the Coalitionʼs Agreement, the Plahotniucʼs party got exclusive control 
over the Prosecutor Generalʼs Office, the Anticorruption Centre and the paramount positions in the judicial system."
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Iulia Culeasova,"
“Hotel Chisinau” 

case"Alexandru Melnic,"
“Hotel Chisinau” 

case"

Shortly thereafter, the participants have received summonses to the Anticorruption Centre, 
i.e. to the Plahotniucʼs repressive organ, whose arbitrariness they had complained."

Ilie Rotaru,"
“Gemeni” case"

Spiridon  Danilescu,"
“Franzeluta” case"

   Victor Topa,"
“Victoriabank” case"

Andrei Nastase,"
“V-Asigurari” case"Viorel Topa,"

“Victoriabank” case" Anatol Caslaru,"
“Carmez” case"

Nicolae Discant,"
Gas Station case"

Razvan Paveliu,"
“TVR-1” case"

Dorel Turcanu,"
“VB-Arrest” case"Sergiu Mocanu,"

Antimafia leader"

Since July 2010 a series of Antimafia press conferences took place in Chisinau. Over twenty 
victims from diverse domains of business revealed their stories of reprisals and deprivations 

during the communist regime. The participating victims and witnesses pointed at Vladimir 
Plahotniuc as the organiser and beneficiary of their dispossessions and reprisals."

Thus, the deprived victims were turn into accused for daring to 
confess about the Plahotniucʼs misdeeds, the gross violations 
of human rights and the striking disrespect of the rule of law."

Sergiu Mocanu is presenting 
evidence of the state law-

enforcing institutionsʼ complicity 
within the Plahotniucʼs criminal 

schemes (raider attacks)."

Sergiu Mocanu,"
Antimafia leader"

Ilie Rotaru" Sergiu Mocanu" Victor Topa"
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I was one of the participants to those conferences. You can see me in the photographs, 
along with many other naive victims, who bluffed themselves that the regime's time is 
over.  On  the  contrary,  Moldova  got  a  much  more  severe  injustice,  unconstrained 
arbitrariness of a gang of judges and prosecutors, more dispossessions and orchestrated 
criminal  cases  of  unprecedented  magnitude  and  unparalleled  even  to  the  communist 
regime.  In  stark  contrast  to  our  expectations,  instead  of  the  dismissals  and  legal 
punishments, the Plahotniuc's henchmen (the former regime's judges and prosecutors) got 
promotions and new higher  positions within the Moldovan judiciary and prosecutors. 
Now Chetraru leads the Anticorruption Centre, Gurin - the Prosecutor General’s Office, 
Poalelungi -  the Supreme Court of Justice,  Plesca -  the Court of Appeal,  many other 
Plahotniuc’s accomplices are topping the Moldovan law-enforcing and coercive agencies. 
Within  the  purportedly  “pro-European”  post-communist  period,  the  cases  of 
dispossessions  (called  in  Moldova  "raider  attacks")  increased  tenfold  and  were 
committed by these very individuals, whom you often meet with to discuss “reforms”.	

Regretfully, hitherto, the Delegation of the EU has continuously avoided clear statements 
regarding the disaster in the field of human rights in Moldova, neglecting even the cases 
of  the  shaking public  resonance.  The EU also  avoids  mentioning corrupt  judges  and 
prosecutors, even though the EU had criticised the same persons during the communist 
regime.	

	

Hence, in order to properly address and practically tackle the problem of human rights 
and rule of law in Moldova, I respectfully ask you:	

1.  to  appoint  an  expert  or  group  of  experts,  whom  the  victims  of  the  Moldovan 

repressive organs can submit their cases for an impartial and independent expertise;	

2.  to  take  practical  actions  for  defending  the  victims  of  human  rights  violations, 

established as such by your experts;	


3.  to  apply  EU  sanctions  to  the  perpetrators  of  human  rights  violations  (judges, 
prosecutors and their commander), established as such by your experts.	


The delay in defending the victims of human rights in Moldova, as well as in sanctioning 
the  perpetrators,  is  treated  as  supporting  the  latters  and  their  gross  transgressions  of 
human rights and rule of law in our country. This causes a profound demoralising effect 
to the entire Moldovan society and adds even more suffering and anguish to the afflicted 
victims and their families.	


With best regards,	

Ilie Rotaru,���
Prof. Dr of Law	


organiser and the beneficiary of the raider attacks, carried out in Moldova with the complicity of the state institutions."

3/3	



